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Art Unit: 3671 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 8, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Haivala US 
3,082,460. 

Haivala discloses a concrete screed having a frame (27-34) adapted to move a screed 
bar over concrete. 

The screed bar having 2 interior regions and 1st and 2nd attachment portions (27, 28). 
A mount (15) coupling the frame to the screed bar. the mount having a core (at 16) 

positioned in the interior regions of the screed bar. 
1 st and 2 nd anchors (34, 35) anchoring the 1st and 2 nd attachment portions (27, 28) to 
the core without the 1st and 2nd attachment portions extending into the interior region of 
said screed bar. See Cols. 1-2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1, 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Naser et al. 

US 4,702,641 in view of Lindley US 5,244,305. 

Naser et al. discloses a concrete screed (10) comprising: 

A frame (44, 46, 48) with 1 st and 2 nd feet (50, 52). 

A tubular screed bar (12) having a core of reinforcement material (24). 

A mount (36) coupling the frame and screed. 

Anchor means, such as a clevis pin, for anchoring the feet to the core without the feet 
extending into the interior of the screed bar (12). See Figs. 1-4, 7; Cols. 3-6. 

What Naser et al. does not disclose is the use of a vibration generating device. 

However, Lindley teaches it is known to provide vibration generating devices (17) 

to concrete screed bars (20) in order to improve compaction of wet concrete. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to provide the concrete screed of Naser et al. with a vibration 

generator, as taught by Lindley, in order to improve the compaction rate of the concrete 

being leveled. See Figs. 1-4, Cols. 1-2. 

3. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Naser et al. US 4,702,641 in view of Lindley US 5,244,305 as put forth with respect to 
claim 1 above, and further in view of Haivala '460. 

Naser et al. in view of Lindley discloses essentially all that is claimed, including a screed 
bar having a reinforced screed bar, having a rectangular cross-section. 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,530 



Art Unit: 3671 



Page 4 



But does not disclose a compound rectangular/triangular screed bar. However Haivala 
teaches it is known to form concrete screeds having a support frame, and a screed bar 
having a rectangular portion and a triangular portion forming 1 st and 2 nd interior 
chambers, separated by an interior wall (15). The triangularly shaped portion being 
designed to flatten level or scrape a mass of wet concrete. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made to 
provide the concrete screed of Naser et al. in view of Lindley, with a multi-utility screed 
bar, as taught by Naser et al., in order to utilize 1 tool for a variety of concrete leveling- 
compacting and finishing processes, which are well known in the art. 

4. Claims 9, 16, 17, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Haivala '460 in view of Rijkers US 6,322,286 B1 . 

Haivala discloses a concrete screed having a chambered, tubular, screed bar for 
consolidating concrete. But does not disclose inserting a fastener into the interior of the 
screed bar. However, Rijkers teaches it is known to provide concrete screeds with a 
mounting bracket (9) that is mounted to the both sides of a tubular screed bar (2), and a 
fastener (30) extending through said screed bar (2), thereby securing the screed bar (2) 
directly to a vibration generator (8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to provide 
the concrete screed of Haivala with a vibration generator mounted directly to both sides 
of a screed bar, as taught by Rijkers, in order to evenly distribute compaction forces, 
along the screed bar length and width. See Cols. 1-4; Figs. 2, 3. 
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5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Haivala 
'460 in view of Rijkers US 6,322,286 B1 , as put forth with respect to claim 9 above, 
and further in view of Naser et al. '641 . 

Haivala in view of Rijkers discloses essentially all that is claimed, to include a 
chambered, tubular, screed bar, but doe not disclose the use of a reinforcement device 
completely filling the 1 st chamber. However, Naser teaches it is known to provide a 
tubular screed bar (12) with a reinforcement device (24) that completely files the 1 st 
chamber, thereby increasing the rigidity of the screed bar. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made to 
provide the screed bar of Haivala in view of Rijkers, with a reinforcement material, as 
taught by Naser et al., in order to prevent sagging and warping of the screed bar, as is 
known in the art. 

6. Claim s 13, 14, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Haivala '460 in view of Rijkers US 6,322,286 B1 , as put forth with respect to claims 
8, 16 above, and further in view of Record US 5,980,154. 

Haivala in view of Rijkers discloses essentially all that is claimed except for the use of 
"quick connect" couplings. However, Record teaches it is advantageous to attach 
screed bars (30) to a frame assembly (21), in order to expedite replacing of worn or 
broken screed bars. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to provide the screed bar of Haivala in view of Rijkers, with quick 
connect couplings, as taught by Record, in order to expedite replacing of worn or 
broken screed bars, which is known to occur in the art. Figs. 1-5; Cols. 2-4. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 6,7, 11, 12, 1 8-20, 22 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Raymond W. Addie whose telephone number is 571 
272-6986. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am-3:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will can be reached on 571 272-6998. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 



3/2/2009 



/Raymond W. Addie/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3671 



